We can certainly do it!
Numbers 13:1-33

Key Verse: 13:30

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”
Everyone wants to be different. No one wants to be the same as everyone else. Many live under an illusion that they’re living their lives differently. People will do all sorts of things just to be a little bit different. They will get a weird haircut, buy a motorcycle, or put on expensive clothes.  Of course, that only makes them seem different on the outside. Others try to be different on the inside, by exploring distant philosophies like Taoism or Buddhism. It seems that everyone is trying their best to be different. But how many actually succeed?
This passage takes place shortly after the Israelites came out of Egypt. There they had endured brutal slavery for 400 years. There they were forced to work in the fields, to make bricks and mortar, to cut and haul stone, and everything else required to build the pyramids and cities. Now they had escaped. Moses led them out of Egypt by the power of God. God led them into the desert to raise them as His people. He gave them the Ten Commandments. After crossing the Red Sea, they traveled through the Sinai Peninsula. Now they were at the southern border of Canaan. They were ready to enter the land the Lord had promised them.  This was their chance to be different.  This was their chance to completely change their lives, to be transformed from a slave nation to a great and powerful and holy nation of God.  But the change was not easy.  Now that they had come out of Egypt, their circumstances were completely new.  But inwardly they were the same as before. Their ways of thinking, character and decision-making had not changed from when they were in slavery.  But there was one man among them who really was different.  His name was Caleb.  Let’s look at this passage and see how and why Caleb could break out of the mold.
Look at verses one and two: “The Lord said to Moses, “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe, send one of its leaders.” Why did God command Moses to send out these men?   This journey was not to gather intelligence.  If God wanted to, he could have simply removed the Canaanites by himself and given the land to the Israelites. God didn’t do it that way. Instead, He sent twelve leaders to explore the land and bring back a report. Look at verses 17 through 20.  Moses said to the leaders, “See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees on it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.”  God wanted them to explore the land to give the people hope. God wanted to give them a clear vision of what he had in store for them. Notice that Moses did not say, “Find out how we can break into their cities.  Bring back their military secrets.” Instead, Moses told them to learn about the land and what grew on it. God sent them out to bring back hope! 
So out went twelve leaders, one from each tribe. From the desert they went north into Canaan. They went all the way up to what is today northern Syria. Then they turned around and came back, visiting large cities on their way and collecting the best fruit they could find. When they returned to the Israelites in the desert, Moses called the whole tribe of Israel together to hear their report.
Look at verse 27, “They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit.”” This is great! The land was rich; the soil was fertile. The men had brought back a single cluster of grapes so large that two men had to carry it between them on a pole. The people knew that God had promised this land to them.  The land was like a paradise flowing with everything they could ever want! 
But there was a problem. Look at verses 28 and 29, “But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." Every square inch of Canaan is already occupied. The cities are well fortified with large walls with many men guarding them. The people there are giants. Compared to them, we look like grasshoppers.
Were the Canaanites really as big and strong and powerful as the spies made them out to be?  I don’t think so. The ten explorers who gave this report were making things look worse than they actually were. The negativity of the report was not based on what they saw in the Canaanites; it came from what they did not see in themselves. Because the Israelites had been enslaved for 400 years, it was very hard for them to get past their own negative self-image. Their spirits had been broken. After being treated like third-class citizens for so long, how could they possibly create their own nation so soon? They felt completely unworthy and incapable of the task God had set before them.
In spite of all this, one man was different. Let us read v. 30 together. “Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.””  We can certainly do it!  Isn’t that a bit different from: “The land we explored devours those living in it, ” and,  “Compared to them, we look like grasshoppers”?  Of course, there was a kernel of truth in the report that the other explorers had made; the cities were large and fortified, and maybe some of the people there were taller than average. But Caleb’s conclusion was completely opposite. Why did Caleb say this? Was he crazy? Had he not seen the same things they had seen? Why was his attitude entirely different from everyone else’s?

Caleb had seen everything they had seen. Caleb had also experienced the same past they had. They were all former slaves. So what made Caleb different?  It was his faith in God.  Caleb had a very high opinion of what he and the whole tribe of Israel could accomplish with God’s help. Of course, the other explorers believed in God too. All the people of Israel were a people of God.  But we see a great difference between Caleb and the others. Caleb was ready to trust in God and act on his faith. Caleb knew God had promised them this land. Caleb wanted to be obedient and serve God by going forth and taking it. To the other Israelite people, Caleb must have looked impractical and overly enthusiastic.  But because of his faith, he was able to stand up before a hostile crowd and say what he knew was right.
Caleb’s wholehearted faith really pleased God. Let’s look ahead to chapter 14 verse 24. I will I read it. “But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to and his descendants will inherit it.” Caleb had a different spirit. Caleb had faith that pleases God.  Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Caleb’s faith pleased God because Caleb believed that God really exists.  Caleb believed that God would actually be there to help them when they needed it.  Caleb’s faith was not based on his view of himself and his own abilities.  Caleb’s faith was based on God’s word, on God’s ancient promises to the people of Israel.
I think that a lot of people today have the same feelings about themselves that the Israelites had. Many people feel that they’re just not adequate. Students feel that their GPA’s aren’t high enough, and that no matter what they do, they won’t be able to get into graduate school or get a good job. They think of themselves as slackers. Or they think they’re not intelligent enough to get great grades. Like the Israelites, these people suffer from a negative self-image. 

Where does this feeling of unworthiness come from?  The Bible teaches that, fundamentally, this feeling of being unworthy comes from sin. In Genesis, qt first, Adam and Eve were fine being naked before God. But after they sinned and ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, they felt ashamed before God. They felt that their own bodies were not worthy to be seen by Him. In this fallen world, all people are sinners.  Every time we sin, we feel just a little bit worse about ourselves and our situation.  Over the course of time, we become enslaved to sin. We become like the Israelites in Egypt. We begin to think that, because we’ve sinned so much, we don’t deserve to achieve and are incapable of achieving the great things God has set before us. We can’t imagine how God could ever love such a sinful person, or how God could ever help us to accomplish anything great.
When it comes to what you can accomplish, however, your opinion of yourself is not what’s important.  It’s God’s opinion of us that determines our potential. And it’s also our opinion of God.  God does not hate us. God loves us. History and the Bible reveal God’s love again and again. So many times the Israelites committed sins and each time the Lord forgave them. Eventually, He sent his own Son to die for our sins. All we need to do is to really believe that Jesus did die for our sins. We need to have the faith to really act on that belief. Because Jesus died for us, we don’t have to worry about our history of personal failures.  We can actually put our past failures behind. Because of Jesus, we do not need to conform ourselves any longer to the sinful pattern of the past.  In Jesus, we are free to discover and fulfill God’s great will for us.
God’s will for each person is a little different. We all have different talents, different abilities and different circumstances.  God wants us to sincerely pray and think about how we can do God’s work in our lives. He also wants us to discover his will from the Bible. But once we know what God’s direction is, we need to realize that we can certainly do it. God never tells us to do something that we cannot do. To think that we can’t do what he tells us to is actually rebellious. God wants us to have the faith to believe that he will actually help us when we are in need of it. We should take much prayer and thought to decide what we should do with our lives. Whether it’s working to get a degree, enter a profession, raise a Christian family, or simply become a wonderful man of God, we can do it. We just need to have faith and do it for God’s glory. 

In chapter 14 verse 24, God promised that he would bring Caleb into the land he explored and that his descendants would inherit it. What happened? Forty-five years later, the Israelites were finally ready to begin to occupy Canaan. Caleb was now 85 years old. 
But his ambition and faith were as young as ever.  In Joshua chapter 15, we learn that Caleb went back to Hebron, the great city occupied by the giant Anakites.  With the Lord’s help, he drove out these giants and continued to march to Debir. Caleb conquered the land and he passed it on to his children. Because of his faith in God, at the age of 85 he still had the spirit to say, “We can certainly do it!”
Let’s read Numbers 13:30 once again: Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”  

