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The Samaritan Woman IS TRANSFORMED
John 4:27-42

Key verse: 4: 28-29
Then leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?”
The story of the Samaritan woman is a story of a woman that was changed. This woman was changed from a sinful woman into a woman of faith. The once scorned woman became a woman of faith! In today’s passage we will learn how she gave a testimony of her faith in Jesus Christ and how her testimony inspired more to come and see Jesus. 
I. “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did” (27-29)


Look at verse 27. “Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” Most of us are familiar with the story of the Samaritan woman in this passage. Jesus was traveling from Judea to Galilee, on the way; he had stopped at Jacob’s well in Samaria. He met a woman there who came to draw water in the heat of the day. She was a thirsty and lonely woman. She was thirsty for love but had been looking for it in all the wrong places. Jesus had a deep spiritual conversation with her and offered a spring of water welling up to eternal life. When she mentioned her hope of meeting the Messiah, Jesus declared to her, “I who speak to you am he” (26). 

Jesus’ talking with the Samaritan woman was extraordinary, given all the human barriers between the two. A Jewish man talking with a Samaritan woman at a well was unheard of back then because Jews and Samaritans did not associate. But Jesus’ humble and patient Bible study with her began to melt her heart. Finally, Jesus touched the real source of her life problems—her sins. She confessed that she was really thirsty for God’s love when she brought the topic of worshiping God. Gradually she began to open her heart and she accepted Jesus as her personal Savior. What did the woman do next?

Let’s read verses 28-29 “Then leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” There are three things we can think about these verses. First, it is significant to notice that the woman left her water jar behind when she left. This was a highly symbolic act. The water jar was the means through which she used to quench her thirst. She had depended on it everyday. But now she left it behind her. She didn’t need it anymore, spiritually speaking. 


She had come to the well to satisfy her physical thirst. Every day she had to keep coming back to get this water in order to quench her thirst. This water could only satisfy her for a short time. As we all know, one glass of water will not quench our thirst forever. We get thirsty again. The food and water we drink is only a temporary solution to our physical hunger and thirst. But Jesus gave her a different kind of water. It is what Jesus called “living water.” This “living water” can only come from God. We can drink it when we have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Deep down every person in this world has a desire to know Jesus, whether we know it or not. Many people ignore this and pursue physical things of this world trying to quench their thirst. But it doesn’t work. The Samaritan woman admitted that she was tired of this. Look at verse 15. She asked Jesus “Sir, give me this water so I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” So I don’t have to keep coming back to this well. 

In high school I drank a lot of water when I ran track. But none of the water I ever drank was a spring of water welling up to anything. I have them all too ….spring water, mineral water, distilled water, Gatorade, Mr. Quencher, … all of them. But none of them could do what the true living water of Jesus Christ can do. I became thirsty again and again. Like this woman, I had to keep coming back to the water in Jacob’s well. To many college students today alcohol is like the water in Jacob’s well. If they get bad grades or if personal problems occur, they go out and drink until they get drunk as a way of dealing with it. Most people know in their hearts that this is not a solution to the problem. Actually it creates more problems. But since they don’t know Jesus, they can’t find the answers to their life problems. Alcohol is only one example. There are many other things like money, power, pornography, gambling, and video games. But none of these things can quench our spiritual thirst for long. For the Samaritan woman it was human love. 

So what happened to the woman when she met Jesus personally and drank his living water? Meeting the Savior personally changed everything. She had a fresh take on her life. She didn’t have to put on heavy makeup to seduce men any more. She was happy to know Jesus. She looked at her water jar and said, heck I don’t need this anymore, and threw it behind her. And then, she ran to the town to tell the news to the people.

Second, the woman went back to the town to tell the people about Jesus. This act of the Samaritan woman is also very significant. Before meeting Jesus, she didn’t want to have anything to do with those people. She was an outcast in her own town because of the type of lifestyle that she lived. And she did everything she could to avoid being around the people in the town. She even made sure that she didn’t run into anybody while she went to draw water. She went there at the hottest time of the day when nobody else would want to go. But now she was a changed woman. Jesus helped her to overcome her problem of sin and she had the courage and fortitude to go back and talk to the people. Jesus touched this woman in the same way that he touches us and heals us through the Word of God. 
Jesus can surely change each of us through his word of truth. So what should our response be when Jesus heals us from our sin-sickness? Should we just shout hallelujah and become Sunday Christians? Should we celebrate with a Corona on the beach lying in the sun? We could, but the Samaritan woman didn’t do that. She couldn’t keep the joy of meeting the Savior to herself. She ran to her village people and gave a testimony. We learn that sharing the good news of Jesus Christ is not something only pastors and missionaries do. Anyone who knows the grace of Jesus can testify to his love and mercy. If the Samaritan woman could be a Bible teacher, no one here should say, “I can’t.” We can certainly do it. 

Third, the woman told the townspeople, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” This was her testimony of faith. Everybody in the town knew who this woman was and knew what kind of a life she lived. They constantly judged her for it. No one knew the pain of what she was going through. They didn’t even try to understand her. But Jesus was different. Jesus was the first person who didn’t judge her for her lifestyle and he knew everything about her.  
This woman was so impressed by Jesus because He didn’t judge her. The main point of her testimony was “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.” She knew how everyone else in the world would treat her and judge her for what she did. But Jesus didn’t treat her like she was a worthless tramp. Instead, Jesus looked her in the eye and said, “I know everything about you, who you are and what you did. And guess what, I accept you. I accept you for who you are.” This is truly what everybody wants in their lives, isn’t it? We want to be understood for who we are. Most importantly, we want to be accepted for who we are. Jesus then helped her come to terms with her sin struggle. He changed her into the woman that God truly meant for her to be. She was transformed into a woman of God. After that she realized WOW this is no ordinary man! She had no doubt in her mind that Jesus was the Messiah. Look at verse 29, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did, Could this be the Christ” She put this question to the townspeople, not because she didn’t know who Jesus truly was, but because she wanted to strike their interests. She wanted them come and find out for themselves that Jesus is the Christ. She still speaks to us today. Come to Jesus and find out for yourselves if this one man in the world can save you from your sin too! Find out for yourselves if this is the one man who knows all about your sins and yet doesn’t condemn you! Find out for yourself if He is the Christ! What does it mean that Jesus is the Christ? Jesus Christ, as we call Him, is no ordinary title. “Christ” means that Jesus is the Messiah sent by God to save us from our sin. We cannot overcome sin on our own without Christ. That’s why Jesus was crucified on the cross to save us. This is the reason why the Samaritan woman was so excited to tell the people that she had found Jesus. She didn’t just find Jesus but she found Jesus Christ. He is the only one who can transform us.
II. “Open your eyes and look at the fields” (30-38)


Look at verses 31-32. Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”   The disciples urged Jesus to eat something because they knew Jesus was tired and hungry from the journey. He said, to their surprise, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 

Look at verses 33-34. Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”  “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.  Jesus and the disciples were obviously not on the same page about food to eat. When Jesus said “I have food that you know nothing about,” he was not talking about physical food from McDonald’s or Pizza Hut. He was talking about spiritual food. The disciples were baffled by this, and they said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” “Did someone slip him a snickers bar while we weren’t looking?” But Jesus, very patiently, said, “No, no, no, listen… My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work” (34). Jesus said that His true sustenance didn’t come from burgers and fries at the mini mart. So what was Jesus’ food? It was to do the will of God by bringing His word to this sinful woman. Now keep in mind Jesus was weary and exhausted from the trip. But despite this, he felt it was more important to do God’s will and help this Samaritan woman with her sin problem than to sit and relax in the sun. He could have just laid back and let the Samaritan woman pass by and used his long trip as an excuse for not doing what God wanted him to do. But he didn’t do that. Helping her with her sin problem was what gave Jesus true satisfaction and sustenance. He was happy to see this sinful woman be changed into a great woman of God. This kind of joy gives us more satisfaction than any kind of physical food could ever do. Why? Because this kind of sustenance concerns a person’s eternal life in God’s kingdom. So the question we have to ask ourselves is, “Are we truly living our lives for God’s purpose? What is God’s will anyway?”

Look at verse 35. “Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.”  Jesus explains what the will of God is by making us think of a harvest. He doesn’t physically mean that we should all become farmers and harvest wheat crop and till. No, He means that we must harvest people. We must bring them to the Word of God. This is what God wants us to do as Christian men and women. This is His will. Jesus says, “I tell you open your eyes and look at the fields!” Jesus wants us to stop and recognize the many many people around the world who don’t know God. Who in our lives do we know that need God’s saving power? Many of us, I’m sure, know countless people that do. I know I do. Jesus then says at the end of verse 35, “They are ripe for harvest.” Jesus wants us to recognize all of these people in the world who don’t know Him and then bring them to Him through God’s Word through one person. How many of us can testify to the fact that our lives changed once we accepted God’s Word in our lives? Just as Jesus helped one Samaritan woman overcome her sin problem she was able to testify to the fact that Jesus helped her. And then the entire town came out and wanted to see Him. We too have the ability to do this and that is what Jesus wanted his disciples to understand. If each of us goes out and helps one person come to Christ, then, that one person can go out and help another person come to Christ, and so on and so forth. Our ministry can grow steadily when we struggle to follow the will of God though our one to one Bible studies. Jesus asks us, “Do you not say four months more and then the harvest?” The harvest is now! All the people of the world are not going to become saved through Christ if we don’t do anything. Jesus does not want to see even one person die in sin. He wants us to know His broken heart for all dying people of the world. 

Look at verses 36-38. “Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”  Jesus teaches us that God’s work isn’t done by one person alone. The disciples would pick up God’s work after a long line of people came before them. It went from Noah to Abraham through Moses and David and countless others. And then it came to Jesus. The disciples were going to eventually work and continue to watch Jesus’ ministry grow after he had resurrected and ascended into heaven. They in many ways had the opportunity to see the fruits of many labors that had come before them. Look at the end of verse 38, “Others have done the hard work, and have reaped the benefits of their labor.” We are all in the business of doing Christ’s saving work in this world. Jesus tells us not to worry about who gets the credit for what in this life. No matter how you participate in God’s saving work, rest assured that God sees everything and he knows the work that each of us does. Ultimately all the credit goes to God and we are accepted into God’s house when our time here is done. Being accepted into God’s house when our life here is done is reward enough for us. So the sower and the reaper can be glad together. 
III. “Because of his words” (39-42) 


What was the impact of the Samaritan woman’s life testimony on the people of Samaria? Look at verse 39. Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.”  They “believed in him because of the woman’s testimony”. Her testimony spurred on other people to come out and sit and talk with Jesus. Many of these people would not have even bothered to do this if the woman had not given her testimony. However, the Samaritans were not satisfied with listening to the woman’s testimony. They wanted to hear the word of God directly from the Messiah. So they held a two-day weekend Bible conference, with Jesus as the main speaker. Look at verses 40-42. So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”  Hearing God’s Word from somebody else is only the first step in the journey of becoming a man or woman of God. When we hear the Word of God being spoken to us, it can inspire us to pursue a relationship with Jesus. It helps us to humble and open our hearts to Christ. Having a personal relationship with Jesus is the most important thing to develop in our lives of faith. 
Look at verse 42 again. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” If we only hear the testimonies of others’ experiences of Christ in their lives and do no more, then it does not become real to us spiritually. We must find our own personal time to reflect in God’s Word through prayer. Only then does God come to us one on one and helps us to grow in our lives of faith. Prayer and reflection through careful meditation is vital in developing a strong faith so that we can keep our relationship with Jesus. We continue to do His will of helping others come to Christ. Our commitment in Jesus Christ also comes when we develop our personal relationship with Him. Some people quickly accept Jesus in their hearts such as the Samaritan woman did. Others have a slow, gradual acceptance such as the disciples did. I know mine came very slowly. If it does come slowly, don’t worry because if you continue to put in an effort to find Jesus, you will find Him eventually. And you’ll be transformed.
Let’s read the key verses (38-39) together one more time: Then leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” So we learn today in this passage how Jesus harvested one woman’s soul. She was transformed in Jesus. Then she went back to the town and harvested others to come to Jesus. She became a great evangelist. Let us pray that we may come to Jesus like the Samaritan woman did. And when we spend time with Jesus in this way, we will want to share our faith. 
