DANIEL’S DECISION
Daniel 1:1-21
Key Verse 1:8

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine,

and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank for this beautiful conference place and for the time to learn and study your Word.  Please be with us and give us the desire to be transformed by your Word and to be used by You.  Give us an open mind and heart as we hear your message now.  I pray in Jesus name, amen.
In this passage we see how Daniel made a decision to go against the flow.  But first, let me tell you about salmon.  Every year, salmon swim hundreds of miles upstream, fighting strong currents, jumping over rocky waterfalls, and avoiding fishermen’s hooks & nets and the hungry claws of bears.  Those that finally make it arrive at the shallow streams where they were born.  There they have just enough energy to lay and fertilize their eggs.  So what do salmon have to do with this passage?  Salmon struggle with their life fighting the flow and the stream’s current.  Daniel, like these fish, did not go with the flow.  He fought against it to become a new man and live for a different purpose.  Our conference theme is “Be Transformed!”  We want to learn how and why Daniel could make such a decision to not follow the flow of the world.  We also want to see how through this decision, God transformed Daniel’s life.
Part I:  The times of Daniel
The spiritual condition of the Israelites in the times of Daniel was not good.  People did whatever their hearts desired.  It was not much different from modern times.  Now, the philosophy of many students is to experience as much as they can and decide for things themselves, rather than listening to what the Bible or others say is right and wrong.  As a consequence, many students will try doing drugs, go out to the bars and frat parties, experiment with their sexuality, etc.  Some say that this is simply a phase and part of the “college experience.”  However, the subtle tragedy of sin is its addictive nature.  It hooks you and reels you in to a point where you cannot escape its grasp.
Let’s look at verses 1 and 2.  In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  And the Lord delivered Johoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God.  These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  “Nebuch-who?” and “Johoia-what?”.  The strange names aside, we can see that king Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian army swept over and seized Judah.  It was like Sairon’s army of Orc seizing Gundor in the Lord of the Rings.  When the people saw the sea of soldiers approaching, they fled in terror, hiding behind the high and thick walls of Jersualem.  They lifted up many 911 prayers to God in hopes that He would save them from annihilation.  However, God closed his ears to them.  After many generations of unfaithfulness, God abandoned them to their fate.
Many of the Jews ran to hide in the temple.  They thought that God surely would at least protect his own house, the holy temple which contained many treasures and housed the Ark of the Covenant.  But the riches meant nothing to God.  Nebuchadnezzar’s army broke through Jerusalem’s walls, burned the gates, and looted the temple, carrying off gold and silver.  It was also at this time that the Ark of the Covenant was lost.  The Ark was never recovered, that is until it was found by Indiana Jones in the 1930’s.
Look at verses 4-5.  Having conquered Judah, king Nebuchadnezzar ordered that Israel’s young men of nobility be taken to Babylon and educated to enter the king’s service.  The king wanted men who were without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well-informed, quick to understand, and qualified.  Hey, it sounds like he’s describing me!  Just kidding, but it does sound like how some girls would describe an ideal guy.  King Nebuchadnezzar wanted the crème de la crème to be trained as his servants.  Daniel and three friends, Hananiah, Mischael, and Azariah, were among those taken to Babylon.

Part II:  Daniel’s decision

King Nebuchadnezzar has specific plans for these men.  First, they were given new Babylonian names.  Daniel was named Belteshazzar, Hananiah became Shadrach, Mischael became Meshach, and Azariah became Abednego.  Their new names symbolized their new identities as Babylonians.  They were expected to disregard their Jewish heritage & religion.  Along with their new names, they were also to be trained and educated in Babylonian language, literature, and culture.
Today, many of us experience what is called an identity crisis.  We come to a turning point in our lives where we have to make a choice, a choice which will determine what kind of person we will become.  This reminds me of Star Wars.  Luke Skywalker found out that his true father is Darth Vader.  [Darth Vader breathing… “Luke, I am your father.  Join me and learn the power of the dark side.]  Luke was at a crossroads and had to make a decision that would affect the rest of his life.  Daniel and his friends were also at a crossroads.  [“Daniel, come over to the Babylonian side.  It is your destiny…”]  Although the Bible doesn’t talk about Daniel’s past, he probably followed his sinful heart like the other young men of Judah.  Now however, Daniel was forced to choose to conform or to identify himself as one of God’s people.
If Daniel and his friends were to conform and “go with the flow,” they would eventually obtain respected positions of social status and could enjoy secure incomes for life.  If they disobeyed, it is questionable what would happen to them.  At the very least they would anger the king.  Perhaps, he would have them imprisoned or maybe he would demote them to a job of scrubbing toilets.  In the worst case, they may have been executed.
The king wanted to ensure that they were healthy and ordered that they receive food and wine from his table.  Hey, this doesn’t sound too bad.  These guys were given choice food and drink and given a top-notch education all for free.  Today, students pay thousands and thousands of dollars for tuition, not to mention books and room & board.  Here, these men were getting it all for free!  Maybe this captivity thing wasn’t such a bad idea.  Maybe these men were better off…

Look at verse 8.  Let’s read this verse together.  “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.”  Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine.  Daniel’s life was at a crossroads.  He had to choose to comply with the request of the king or to make a small decision to stand apart from the crowd and please God.

Daniel resolved to forego the royal food and consume only vegetables and water.  Vegetables… Gross!  Why did Daniel decide to do this?  The royal food probably included some meats that were considered to the Jews to be unclean.  However, Daniel’s generation was so worldly that they probably never kept those dietary laws.  Instead, Daniel’s decision was made out of an effort to identify himself as one of God’s people, to turn away from the wicked & evil ways of the world, and to please God.
I find it remarkable that Daniel could make a decision to please God.  Many Jews at that time probably felt betrayed by God for not protecting them from tragedy and suffering.  Others probably doubted God’s existence.  But Daniel was confident that God existed, and he wanted to change his life to please God.
I can somewhat identify with Daniel.  I was born and raised in a Christian family.  Throughout my childhood, I learned many things about God and the Bible.  However by the time I reached high school, I started facing many pressures to surrender my beliefs to gain popularity and be “cool.”  I experienced an identity crisis.  I gave into temptations.  I made bad choices which culminated in receiving a citation from the police for underage possession of alcohol at senior week.  In college I wanted to re-establish my identity as a Christian.  I made a small decision to be faithful in attending Sunday Worship Service and weekly one-to-one Bible studies.  I did not make this decision to please my parents.  I realized my sinful desires displeased God.  I wanted to honor and please God through a small decision.
We all struggle to discover our identities.  Most of us made many poor decisions in the past to follow what people around us were doing, but now, God is calling us to come back and identify ourselves as his people.  Our conference key verse is Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  Daniel’s decision was a simple and practical way of not conforming to the pattern of this world.  Through it, God could begin to transform Daniel and raise him as a leader.

Part III:  God worked through Daniel’s decision
What was the result of Daniel’s decision?  Look at verse 15.  Daniel had the chief official test him, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah for 10 days without any royal food or drink.  At the end of the 10 day trial, Daniel and his friends looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food.  Look also at verse 17.  “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning.  And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.”  God works through people who can make even a small decision of faith.  God wants to bless and use such people in His redemptive work.
God’s blessing is even apparent to non-believers.  Look at verse 18-21.  After three years of training, Daniel and his friends were brought before the king.  The king talked with them and found non equal to them.  In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found Daniel and his friends to be ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.  Through a small decision of faith, God blessed Daniel and his friends abundantly!
One small decision of faith can be the turning point of a person’s life.  Looking only at Daniel’s decision, we may think that it is of little significance.  However in the grand scheme of things, this small decision was actually an enormous one, completely changing his life.
What small decision can we make?  Perhaps you can make a decision to faithfully attend Sunday Worship Service.  Perhaps you can decide to study the Bible rather than going out on Friday nights.   Maybe you can set aside time every morning to read God’s word and pray.  Decisions like these may not seem like much at first.  But God works through decisions exactly like these to transform us and bless us abundantly.  Let’s all pray to make a small decision of faith like Daniel and not conform to the pattern of this world.  Let’s read the key verse, verse 8, and let’s pray.  “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.”
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for blessing and using people who make small decisions of faith.  Lord, we are often tempted to be lazy and simply follow what others are doing around us, but help us to make a stand and identify ourselves as one of Your people.  Thank you for teaching us about Daniel, who made a stand in a time full of wickedness and corruption.  I pray that we may all struggle to make a small and practical decision of faith with hope to please you and be used by you.  Thank you again for this weekend conference.  I pray that we may be transformed through your word.  I pray all these things in Jesus name, amen.
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