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“I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN”
Mark 1:14-20

Key Verse: 1:17

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”


When I was a little boy vacationing back to my home state of Louisiana, I used to stay for a whole month of the summer with my grandparents.  We would go fishing every day that there was good weather and no hurricanes.  I caught many fish over those summers but sometimes I would come home empty handed.  And of course there are many stories about “the one that got away.”  I have some good fishing stories that are fun to listen to, but today’s passage is about the good news of the kingdom of God and a much greater fishing trip.  We’ll see how Jesus began his ministry, his power to transform and Jesus’ amazing hope for people just like us.
Part 1: “Repent and believe the good news” (14-15)


Read vs. 14.   After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of God. This verse gives us a clue about the times in which Jesus began his ministry. Who was John and why was he put in prison? John the Baptist had been teaching the word of God and baptizing many people. John was a righteous man in a sinful world. So why was he jailed? John was put in prison for speaking the truth to the king. John told King Herod and his wife to repent their sins of adultery. Herod had taken his brother Philip's wife as his own and married her. John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. However, she was not able to. Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. In fact, Herod had mixed feelings about John. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him (Mk 6:17b-20). Still, Herod threw John in jail. Herod was an unjust leader who didn’t want to repent his sins. Under his corrupt leadership, people suffered. The people probably felt like the Iraqis under the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein. 
Right in the midst of all this bad news, Jesus went into Galilee to proclaim the good news of God.  This world needs some good news.  Jesus came to proclaim the good news of God.  Today, we live in a much better society.  In America, people are free to do as they please and need to follow only the laws of the land.  Even though our society and technological advancements make our lives easier, good news is still hard to come by.  All you have to do is turn on the news at any point of the day.  People are still dying all over the world from things such as: war, hurricane, disease, hunger, and violent crimes in many places. People are even scared of catching the flu from birds!  

Even when we hear some good news, it is relative and short-lived. Good news to the Republicans is usually bad new to the Democrats. Good news to the insurgents in Iraq is bad news to us. Good news for oil companies seems to be bad news for us these days if you have a vehicle. When you get an A on your mid-term exam, that is good news. But the joy from such good news is temporary. You have to worry about your final exam now! What we really need is good news that is good to everyone and that lasts forever. Who can bring us such good news? Verse 14 says that Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of God. Jesus delivered the good news from God to his people. It was the news that would turn around their lives. It was the news that would change the history of mankind forever. 

We also need this kind of wonderful news today! So what was the good news that came from God? Let us read verse 15 together.  “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!”  There are three things we should think about this verse. First, Jesus says, “The time has come.” The time for what? The time for salvation! After Adam and Eve sinned against God, man became condemned for their sins. Our God of love and mercy longed for the day that the Messiah would come into this world and set the sinful humanity free.  Finally, the time had come. Jesus, the Messiah, came to save sinners through his suffering on the cross.  Jesus gave his life so that we sinners would have salvation.  God invites all people to his kingdom.  He even welcomes sinners back with open arms.  The good news from God is that now in Jesus; all people can be saved from their sins.
Second, “The kingdom of God is near.” The first message Jesus delivered was about the kingdom of God. Jesus spent much of his ministry teaching about the kingdom of God. It was the key point of his preaching.  Jesus came and died on the cross for us so that we might be able to see the kingdom of God.  This isn’t only good news; this is GREAT news! However, it isn’t exactly the talk of the town.  More college students are worried about what they will wear to the next party or whether or not they will have a date for the weekend.  The kingdom of God doesn’t seem to be on many students’ minds. They figure that this is something they can worry about later, when they get old. But Jesus says that the kingdom of God is near. We need to think about this kingdom of God now.  Who knows what will happen to us tomorrow? We may all have good jobs after college and may think of college as a good investment in our futures, but I ask, what good are these things if we don’t have eternal life? You may have your dream job, but you know what?  In the end, it is a dead end job.  Even Bill Gates has a dead end job.  All jobs end in death.  A job can’t be our God.  The kingdom of God should be our goal.  Jesus tells us that the kingdom of God is near.  We need to hear his message and invest our lives in the kingdom of God.
Third, “Repent and believe the good news!” So how can we secure our seat in the kingdom of God? How can we be sure we will enter the kingdom of God? Jesus tells us we must repent and believe the good news.  What does it mean to repent?  To repent is not just to feel sorry about something you did. Of course, remorse is a necessary step, but repentance is more than a feeling. To repent is to confess our sins to God and to ask for forgiveness. “Repent” literally means “to turn around.”  When we repent and ask God’s forgiveness, we need to make a genuine effort to make this turn around from our sinful ways.  We also need to believe the good news.  It is very easy for Satan to temp us right back into sin.  Satan can discourage us from believing in the good news that Jesus gives us.  We should try to be more like Caleb whom we learned about at the beginning of the conference.  He was not discouraged when it seemed everyone was against him. May we pray for strength and forgiveness from God so that we may be able to overcome discouragement and turn away from our sinful nature.  We must repent and believe in Jesus.  This is Jesus’ command:  “Repent and believe the good news!”
Part 2:  “I will make you fishers of men” (16-20)


Read verses 16 and 17.  As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  One of the first things Jesus did for his ministry was to call his disciples.  This is Mark’s account of how Jesus called his first four disciples.  The first two he called were Simon and his brother Andrew. What kind of people did Jesus call?  And how did he call them? Did he place an ad on Monster.com with the words, “Wanted: good disciple candidates. Masters in Theology degree required. Must have a minimum of two years of experience in religious service”? Of course not! Jesus wasn’t looking for some Pharisees to be his disciples. Instead, his first disciples were fishermen. They were busy trying to catch fish when Jesus approached them.  They were ordinary hard working men.  These were not men who could afford to be lazy.  Fishing was their livelihood, and not much else mattered except getting a good catch of fish.  Jesus called them to be his disciples. Why? Perhaps Jesus valued their hard working attitude. Also, Jesus knew that they would make good shepherds for ordinary people.  Could they really be good shepherds as ordinary men, even though they had not had extensive training in religion?  The answer is “yes.”  Just as each and every one of us can be a good disciple of Jesus.  We don’t need to be experts or have a degree in theology; all we need is a humble learning mind, a compassionate heart, and faith to follow Jesus and his command. 

Jesus told Simon and Andrew, “Come, follow me.” What did this mean to the fishermen? Until now, these men were nothing but fisherman and they lived their lives accordingly.  All they had were the fish they caught.  They had to catch fish for money and probably had little time for other things. They had little meaning or purpose in life. This is similar in today’s society.  Many people chasing their own plans for pride, money and other earthly pleasures. It is not bad to study hard and get good grades so that you will have a good job.  However, if we let this consume our lives without finding out why God put us here, it becomes a problem. We become like dead fish flowing down the stream, following the trend of this world, with no clear life purpose.  Jesus gives us life purpose when he transforms us and makes us fishers of men.  He gives us a new identity.  As fishers of men we can believe the good news and join Jesus’ mission to expand the Kingdom of God 

Jesus’ calling changed his disciples lives. He told them to come and follow him instead of fish. He told them to change their course of life, from following fish to following the Messiah. Then Jesus said, “I will make you fishers of men.” Jesus wanted to help them to bring many sinful people to him so that they could be saved by believing in the good news of the Savior. Catching men to bring them to Jesus would become their mission in life. The mission would give them a meaning and purpose. They would no longer work hard just to satisfy their selfish desires. They would work hard to fulfill God’s purpose in their lives and to become a blessing to others.


This is true to us young people today. We have to overcome the illusion that the purpose of life is to catch the most fish. Actually chasing after only fish in a lake is a cursed life. When you get a good grade or get a job after college, don’t forget Jesus’ calling of Simon and Andrew. There is satisfaction in human accomplishment, but there is more satisfaction in being a disciple of Jesus.  Recently I have begun to teach the Bible to a student named Josh Hage.  Having a Bible study where I am the teacher and I can share my faith with a young person and give my personal testimonies to someone else is a great feeling.  I enjoy all of our discussions about the Bible and life in general.  Just sharing my knowledge with him is much better than when I get a paycheck every other Friday. We need to ask ourselves, “What kind of fish am I chasing?”

Jesus then said to these men, “I will make you fishers of men.”  This is a promise Jesus gave these men.  Jesus did not say something like, “Hey, come follow me and maybe you can improve your lives,” or “If you follow me, you might become fishers of men.” Instead he promised them, "Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  This promise is for us.  If we have the desire, Jesus WILL MAKE us fishers of men.  With a humble learning mind and a shepherd’s heart for others, we can all be fishers of men and disciples of Jesus.  Yesterday, we heard the amazing story of how Jesus transformed a Samaritan woman.  She went from fishing for new husbands to testifying about Jesus to the town.  She may have even made a good shepherdess to others.  This was a much better and comforting lifestyle for her.

How did Simon and Andrew respond to Jesus’ personal calling? Look at verse 18. “At once they left their nets and followed him.”  This was a momentous decision.  They left their work behind and made a life commitment to Jesus. They were ready for a change in their lives.  Before Jesus walked into their lives, they were simply fishermen.  That’s it.  They lived to fish and fished to live.  Their nets were their livelihood.  They were trapped into a life of hard work and no gratitude by these fishing nets.  Verse 18 says that Simon and Andrew left their nets AT ONCE.  If we procrastinate, we may become caught in the nets of this world.  Jesus wants us to leave our nets today and follow him now.

Jesus called two more fishermen to be his disciples. Who were they? Look at verses 19-20. When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.  These men were much like Simon and Andrew.  They lived a similar lifestyle, working long hard hours for a day’s catch of fish.  We see that these men left their father in a boat with the hired men and followed Jesus.  How could they respond this way?!  They left their father sitting in the boat with the hired men.  These men may have felt the dead end of their job.  They may have even heard about the good news Jesus was proclaiming.  James and John probably said to one another, “Fishers of men?”  “What is that?”  Even if they had no idea what Jesus was talking about, they knew they were ready for this decision of faith.  They heard the hope in Jesus’ voice when he said, “I will make you fishers of men.”  Jesus speaks to us with this same hope.

Through this passage we learned that the kingdom of God is near and we need to repent and believe the good news.  Jesus also showed us how he takes ordinary men and turns them into wonderful disciples with a true meaning in life.  May we pray to have ears to hear Jesus calling us to follow him.  And to believe that he will make us fishers of men.
