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Work For Food that Endures to Eternal Life!
Key Verse: John 6:27a
“Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.”
Part I. God Seemed So Far From My Life
Hi, Everyone! My name is Andy Cornell.  I was born in Allentown, PA in 1985.  Looking back at my childhood I know that God gave me many good graces.  However, I did not personally know that these graces were good.  I always felt that others were better off than me.  I also was very greedy as a young child.  I had to have everything and all of the attention.  I was so steeped in the physical world that I did not make any personal attempts to want to know Jesus.  I was a greedy child who was not giving a lot in return to others.  For instance, I had a lot of trouble sharing things with others, even after my siblings were born as well.  I also was greedy.  I had to have every new toy that was advertised on TV, and if I did not get my way I would throw fits.  My parents put up with it because they cared a lot about me, since I was their first child.  My self centeredness even manifested itself when I would go to Church.  As a very young child I would have to stay in the crying room with my family because I would not be quiet.  I was so locked into the physical world that I did not have any desire to get to know Jesus or God.  As I progressed through childhood I began to have a greater tolerance for going to Church and I had settled down a little plus became more considerate of others.  While this was an improvement, I still did not have a good understanding of what Jesus Christ was about.  I knew he was God’s Son and that he was amazing, but I did not have a personal relationship with him.  Even after I went through Confirmation, as well as participated in a Catholic Boy Scout award program (Ad Altare Dei), I still did not harbor a personal relationship with Jesus.  Still I thought I was strong with God and Jesus Christ, especially after I began to participate in a youth group at the Church I belonged to.  Looking back at it, I really was not close to Jesus at all.  Even though I was trying to be good to others, which was a step up from before, I still had a long way to go.  I also did not agree with some of God’s laws that He laid down in the Bible.  For instance, I believed that premarital sex was okay since society tolerated it.  Of course God’s teachings do not condone sexual promiscuity before marriage, but I did not believe in those teachings.  At this time I thought that I needed to be in a relationship with a girl in order to be happy.  Since I did not have this good fortune, it became something that ate at me, since I thought I needed it to truly be happy.  If only I knew that I had the love of Jesus on my side!

There also were times when I would have a fatalistic attitude.  I felt that life naturally should be fair.  When things would go wrong or badly I would lose my temper easily or respond in an irresponsible way.  I would yell and make a fuss, which my parents surprisingly tolerated and did not condone.  I really should have known better and not have acted in such a way.  I would spend so much time looking at the things that were not perfect that I would fail to notice the good blessings that God was providing or attempting to provide for me.  I also felt that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit were acting on my life from a distance, that they were so busy in dealing with everything in the world that they would have no time to directly know me or help me out.  I now know that I was wrong about God.  I was bitter and fatalistic when I should have been happy to have Christ’s love.  My main goals were with human matters rather than spiritual ones, something that I planned to keep going into college.  I also felt that by being a college student, I should focus more on doing things on my own rather than seeking help from God via prayer.  Shortly after I began college though, a chance encounter at an activities fair catalyzed a change in my attitudes. 
Part II. I Know That Jesus Is With Me

A few days after I began my college life at Shippensburg University, I went to an activities fair where various organizations tried to get people to join their clubs.  I went around looking at various groups.  I stopped and read one group’s board for a little while.  This group was a Bible study organization called University Bible Fellowship.  One of the leaders of this group started speaking to me about it.  Her name was M. Deborah.  After hearing her talk about the bible study group, I told her I would think about joining it, with the intentions not to get involved with it in my head as I thought I would be busy with classes and marching band.  By chance though, the night before the first Wednesday Fellowship meeting I received a phone call not just from her, but from her husband M. Daniel as well.  I figured that since the both of them were so adamant in trying to get me to be involved with this bible study group, I might as well attend the first meeting.  I showed up and they were quite happy that I was able to come.  I thought the meeting went alright, and I decided that it would be an organization that I would show up to occasionally.  How wrong my initial beliefs turned out to be!  Shortly after this first meeting, M. Daniel suggested that we do a one to one bible study after the UBF worship service on Sunday.  At first I was a little apprehensive about it, but I reluctantly agreed to be picked up for it, thinking what the worst that could happen was nothing too serious.  By agreeing to go to worship service on Sundays plus to study the Bible, I was taking quite the positive step toward getting to know Jesus better.  Another significant step with my spiritual growth came with my first Easter Bible Conference.  

I was a little skeptical about going to the conference at first, since I would not be able to attend Mass with my family that Easter.  However, at the conference God spoke to me personally; I felt really close to Christ. Mark 16:6 says, “Don't be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.” God was saying to me: “Why are you looking for him among the dead?  He has risen!  He is alive!”  The word of God was powerful and touched my heart. I was also moved by the enthusiasm of everyone there about Jesus.  When I had heard that Jesus was risen and alive, it was like he was alive in me for the first time. He was no longer someone who watched me from a distance. Dr. Lee has spoken to me about “mountain top experiences” throughout our one to one Bible studies.  That truly was a mountain top experience for me.  My role as the narrator that year for the drama helped me out as well, since I could really focus on God’s word and see how it applied to my life.  I really gained a lot from that experience.  Over the course of that year I additionally came to realize that I should not rely on myself all the time and that I should really rely on God who knows me personally and cares about me.  My spirituality was growing, and this was a positive thing.  By the time I reached the end of my sophomore year I felt that God had truly blessed me.  Things were going well both spiritually and in human terms, but little did I know that a totally unexpected thing would happen to me over the summer.

The summer of 2005 began nicely.  I had a job and I was able to do some long-distance bible study via cell phone.  All was going fine until one fateful night.  On June 12, a genetic malformation with the blood work in my head caused me to suffer a hemorrhagic stroke. I was in the hospital in a coma and on a respirator for several days.  Naturally my family was quite upset about the ordeal.  They responded, though, by praying.  My congregation back at home prayed as well, as did friends of family. Amazingly God spared my life. He gave me a second chance in life. Many people said that it was a miracle. After successfully completing outpatient therapy, I returned to school in fall, continuing my education, even participating in the marching band.  Because of my knowledge of Jesus’ words in the bible, I was able to be remarkably chill about everything and not lose my temper or take a fatalistic stance.  I was glad to be alive and able to return to school.  While I have struggled with my classes a lot more than before due to the injury, I am just glad to be alive and continue to live God’s word in my everyday life. 

How can I live my life knowing that God has given me a second chance? Truly discovering Jesus has given me so much more confidence and hope than I ever expected.  It has given me the ability to be a lot more relaxed when times are stressful.  I also have a lot more confidence in Jesus, that he is there beside me to guide my actions and decisions.  I know from Jesus that I need to be a blessing to others and try to let others know that Jesus truly loves them, and that by following his Word and seeking forgiveness, I can truly get to know what Jesus is about.  Personally for Jesus I will seek to improve my spiritual life, so I can totally overcome my human desires and be able to fully rely on God.  I have been able to move on from my past transgressions easily because I know that I will be forgiven if I keep a strong prayer life.  I am so thankful for Jesus’ presence in my life and I have faith that he will continue to guide me for the rest of time.  

The reason why I chose John 6:27 as my key verse was because it signifies the change I went through when I started my bible study.  Before I got involved with UBF the predominant concerns I had in life were with human matters.  I was more concerned about my happiness here on Earth than about the eternal life that the Kingdom of Heaven provides.  Now I understand that the human world is temporary, that it will not last forever, but the Kingdom of God is eternal.  While I struggle even more now with trying to maintain a spiritual life, the fact that I am working to have a strong sense of spirit is very good.  I know that I am not perfect, but if I keep praying and maintaining a strong spiritual life I am sure that God will accept me into his kingdom someday.  
My prayer topics are that I can complete school, that my health can be restored completely, that I can do well in college, and that I can be more serious about bible study so I can share the good news with others. I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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